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Pres Sez

FOCUSSING ON YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
I am proud to be a part of GIGSA and I hope all our
members are too! Few societies have focused on
young members, young professionals and students
and I am proud to be part of one of those societies
who have done so. The GIGSA bursary, now on its
third consecutive term, is becoming a legacy in the
academic institutions, providing high level research
on geosynthetics and recognized worldwide. More
than R 75,000 has been spent on the GIGSA Bursary scheme and will soon be entering its third
year. I must thank all our Benefactors for their contributions that made this possible We will be the
first chapter to undertake a Young Geosynthetics
Week in 2018, starting off with the IGS Educate the
Educator, a one day workshop and 2 day conference for young professionals interested in geosynthetics and possibly not limited to only South Africans.
Geosynthetics are becoming increasingly important
in many fields of engineering – with barriers and
reinforcing being prime examples. Unfortunately,
increasing interest in understanding, designing and
constructing with geosynthetics is being targeted by
several companies to sell courses which are marketing based rather than knowledge driven. In
some instances, no presenter is even mentioned in
the marketing material. The SAICE Geotechnical
Division reports a recent incident where a certain
presenter was mentioned in marketing by a company for a course to their members, but that presenter
had not agreed to present the course. My personal
recommendation is to look at the course contents,
then who is presenting (the presenter is 90% of the
course…) and lastly, look at which organisation is
offering the course. GIGSA recommends that our
members attend courses run by the many professional and volunteer societies in South Africa, including GIGSA, SAICE, CESA and IWMSA.
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We have just returned from an outstanding GeoAfrica 2017. I have been fortunate to have attended
all three of them held since the Cape Town based
event in 2009. This year Morocco raised the bar
with more than 350 attendees. The South African
delegation included consultants, contractors, suppliers and laboratories and show cased to the International Geosynthetics Society and members from
around the world the legacy that South Africa has
with geosynthetics. For more information please
browse through the newsletter
It was a great privilege to award the IGS Chapter
award to Mr Peter Legg for “his outstanding commitment and contribution to GIGSA, the South African Chapter of the IGS. Chapter Leader, Conference Chair and Mentor to young members, Peter’s
consistent dedication has influenced and strengthened both GIGSA and the IGS at large”.
We have been keeping a low profile as we did not
want you to get too excited, but GIGSA took part in
a bid to host the 12th ICG in 2022. This year, for
the first time in the history of IGS, four bids were
received. Although I feel we did an amazing proposal, we were unfortunately not successful, and
we wish Italy well on their winning bid.
Let's see if we can look at 2026!
Yours Sincerely
Edoardo
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Feature: Benefactor

It is noted that the views and statements included in benefactor articles are those of the benefactor contributing the article, have not been fact-checked by GIGSA, and may not reflect the opinion of GIGSA.

HDPE Pipe and Fitting Quality -

A

In The Market Place
s per Rho-Tech’s previous contribution on

Looking at the history of the industry we can shed

this topic, it is clear that in order for an

some light on possible reasons for this situation.

industry to be sustainable it needs to deliver a quality product at a market related
price.

We think most readers are aware of the regulatory
steps and processes related to obtaining an approval of
compliance to manufacture to a standard. SABS, who

Rho-tech was established in the 1993; the core busi-

used to provide this service, have not been very active

ness was the supply and installa-

(for several reasons) over the last

tion of HDPE piping solutions

couple of years. This has left a large

across Southern Africa.

void in the quality assurance of products manufactured in our industry.

Due to the consistent quality
problems

experienced

with

SATAS, a new South African based

bought out pipe and fittings, it

service supplier, who is currently in

was decided to start the manu-

the process of being accredited, has

facture of HDPE pipe and fit-

come to the fore to provide the nec-

tings.
This enabled Rho-tech to control

Don’t become

the quality levels through the full

another

value chain for their customers.
During a seminar that was held
recently, Rho-tech had the op-

statistic

portunity to discuss the topic of

essary compliance tests and inspections needed in our industry.

We

hope that SATAS will fill this void
successfully in the years to come
The end user should accordingly
take all possible steps to prevent
purchasing non-compliant pipe.

‘thermoplastic pipe quality’ in detail with a testing laboratory

(PESC).

To put the conversation in perspective, the summary

This can be achieved by:
•

was that this laboratory is experiencing an increase of
approx. 30 % more product non-compliance in 2017,

quality required and the standard that it should meet.

•

endlessly.
We have been made aware of and experienced a significant increase in non-compliant products being supplied into our industry. This is of major concern to us

The tender document specifying specifically what documentation trail is to be provided with the pipe.

when compared to 2016! One can speculate on the
root causes and reasons for this increase in failure

Ensuring that the tender document specifies the pipe

•

The tender document specifying what product tests
and inspections will be executed, prior to delivery, by a
third party independent laboratory.

For further information and assistance contact
Jeroen Wentink on 0823397588

and should also be for you, the end user.
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Past Events
9th South African Young Geotechnical

L

Engineering Conference
ast month’s SAYGE conference took us to the KwaZulu-Natal North Coast, and was held at the Salt Rock
Hotel, from 13 to 15 September 2017. The SAICE Geotechnical Division triennially host a conference for

young geo-professionals. The aim of the conference is to provide a networking platform as well as a platform for
Young Geo-professionals to prepare and present technical papers to a more forgiving audience.
The committee would like to congratulate Scott Gover and Sachin Ravjee for winning the best paper and best
presenter award respectively. They will be attending the international YGEC in 2021.

This year’s conference had a record attendance of 130 delegates from various geotechnical and mining fields with 68
papers submitted. The theme was #geotech#innovate and a large number of truly excellent papers were presented.
The conference was overseen by godfather Gavin Byrne from Keller Franki. The evening social events were great fun
with the Minute-to-win-it competition on the Wednesday evening and the MasterChef competition on the Thursday
evening.

Frans van der Merwe;Chairman SAYGE
GaGE Consulting

Group photo of all the delegates at the 9th SAYGE
conference
GIGSA NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2017
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Past Events

IFAT Africa took place at the Johannesburg Expo Centre (JEC) on the 12-14th
September. For the first time as a stand-alone event, IFAT Africa became a
hub for environmental technology in Southern Africa. Over 1,800 visitors
gathered over three days at the Johannesburg Expo Centre from September
12 to 14, 2017. IFAT Africa broke new ground in terms of exhibitors and floor
space: 152 exhibitors took part in the trade fair, an increase of 31 percent
compared to the previous event, and a 33 percent increase in floor space. For
a closing report on the event, please visit:
http://www.ifat-africa.com/article/20170918-13h29/IFAT-Africa-2017-ClosingReport-S.html

GIGSA had a presence with a stand at the event and a presentation by Dr.
Florian Hoertkorn on the “Challenges and Solutions for the Mining
Industry using Geosynthetics”.

LANDFILL 2017 proved to be a very interesting conference with key issues being addressed by professionals in the industry.
Be sure to not to miss out on the feedback that will be
featured in our next edition of the GIGSA Newsletter
in December 2017.
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Upcoming Events

@
GIGSA Breakfast and Feedback on GeoAfrica
9th November, from 8h30-11h00.
SAICE House; Block 19, Thornhill Office Park, Bekker Street; Midrand; JHB

We invite you to attend a breakfast and feedback session on the GeoAfrica Conference that took place in Marrakech,
Morocco, on the 8-11th October, 2017.
This GIGSA Event will take place at SAICE House in Midrand on the 9 th November 2017. A muffin and pastry
breakfast with tea and coffee will be provided from 8h30 to 9h30. This will be followed by feedback presentations until
11h00.
Seat availability and catering is limited, so please RSVP to secretary@gigsa.org by 6 November 2017.
Should any non-members wish to attend, there will be a charge of R200/person.
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Upcoming Events

SAVE THE DATE

Education Week including
Geosynthetic Conference for Young Professionals

2-6 July 2018
Irene Country Lodge, Centurion, Pretoria

Abstract Submission
Opens: 1 November 2017
Last Submission: 31 December
2017
Educate the Educator (Monday, 2
and Tuesday, 3 July 2018)
GCYP 2018 Workshop (Wednesday
4 July 2018)
GCYP 2018 Conference (Thursday,
5 and Friday, 6 July 2018)
For more information, send an
email to the organisers:
info@selahproductions.co.za

Creating Awareness of GIGSA and the appropriate use of Geosynthetics
GIGSA NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2017
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Task Force: Photo Competition

GIGSA Photo Competition Winners
Congratulations to our winners:

1st - Neptune Reservoir
Description: Installation of a floating
cover to the Neptune Reservoir in Simons Town. The system comprised of
a waterproofing liner and a floating cover and included a leakage detection
system.
Company: Aquatan
Photographer: Mr Willie Botha

2nd – Pipe eye view
Description: Pipe eye view of Bidim geotextile acting as a filter.
Company: Kaytech
Photographer: Mr Robert Jacobs

3rd – Cover placement, Steelpoort
Description: Geosynthetic cover placement on a Hazardous Waste facility
Company: Maccaferri
Photographer: Mr Ricardo Sousa
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Task Force: Media

TASK FORCE:
MEDIA

Social media is no longer just on the rise but a
major way of staying in touch. It has now become an everyday way of life. To better keep in
contact with GIGSA or find out about future
events relating to the geosynthetic industry; try
one of the following links below by clicking on
your preferred social media platform. We may
not have many followers yet but we will get
there in time with your help. Invite your friends
and colleagues as well. These social media platforms can be used as a forum for discussions
pertaining to anything geosynthetic related.
Some tips for GIGSA’s social media platforms:

Tip #1: Place your questions or thoughts on any of
these platforms and you are likely to get a response be it
from a supplier, consultant, contractor or someone just
browsing the page.

Tip#2: Don’t be afraid to ask GIGSA questions as
well. If we can’t answer you then we can get someone that
will be able to!

Tip #3: Keep it clean! Social media was invented
to keep in contact not grow apart; help maintain our level
of professionalism by always being courteous!

Happy Clicking from the team at
GIGSA!
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Parent Society
English Version of the New Fascicle 10 Now Available!

Two For A Few with Yoo and Guler

The IGS introduces Two for a Few with Dr.
Fazli Erol Guler and Professor Chungsik Yoo.

The French Chapter (CFG) of the International Geosynthetics Society (IGS) announces the availability of the
English version of the new practical guide “General recommendations for the use of geomembranes in barrier systems”.
The objective of this document is to provide general information about lining systems (LSs), and in particular about
geomembranes themselves. The goal is to give professionals in this field the necessary elements to assist in the
conception, implementation, control, reception, monitoring,
and maintenance of the works in question.
This document is a collection of definitions, information,
and recommendations used by professionals in the field,
such as project managers, contractors, laboratories, experts, and geosynthetic manufacturers and installers. It
covers the following fields of application:

•
•
•

Hydraulic works (dams, ponds, canals, ditches,...),
Containment structures for solid and liquid materials,
Roads and railways.

News From the 11th International Conference on Geosynthetics (11ICG)!

During the 19th ICSMGE, the 11ICG’s organizing committee held a Lucky Draw for ICSMGE delegates.
11ICG booth ran this special event from September 18 to 22 at the Coex D2 Hall. About 150 participants
from 32 countries from all around the world visited the booth and are expected at the 11ICG next year.
A total of 51 participants who attended the 19th ICSMGE had a chance to receive a 20% discount off of registration fees.
We sincerely appreciate the interest in 11ICG and look forward to seeing you in Seoul again next year.
GIGSA NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2017
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Sister Society
The South African Institution of Civil Engineering (SAICE) launched its long-awaited third Infrastructure Report Card (IRC) for South Africa on 26 September 2017 at SAICE House in Midrand. The current IRC, following on the initial 2006 and the follow-up 2011 IRCs, extended the sectors assessed to ten, comprising 29
sub-sectors. These include water supply and distribution, electricity, roads and rail, schools and universities,
sanitation and wastewater, solid waste management, etc. The overall grade awarded for the state of South
Africa’s infrastructure in 2017 is D+. http://saice.org.za/saice-publications/
Projects and people awarded for excellence
in civil engineering

Blooming Bloem
In August, SAICE’s presidential delegation comprising of
President Sundran Naicker
PrEng and CEO Manglin Pillay PrEng touched down in
Bloemfontein to meet with
various stakeholders and
industry
representatives
within the fraternity.

The two day visit enabled the delegation to engage in interactive discussions with industry around some of the most The prestigious annual SAICE Awards gala
pertinent challenges. The most prominent included racism, event for the Most Outstanding Civil Engineering Achievements for 2016/2017 was held at
poor payment records as well as the lack of work.
the Sibaya Casino and Entertainment Kingdom
When asked about the expectations of SAICE’s President in Durban on 20 October 2017, attended by
Sundran Naicker, members responded that they would like industry leaders and dignitaries from across
to see him more involved in challenges pertaining to young South Africa.
professionals, such as, professional development, inSAICE received almost 60 project entries from
service training and career opportunities.
across the country to compete for these illustriDuring a trip to the Central University of Technology (CUT), ous awards. It included awards for international
President Sundran Naicker and CEO Manglin Pillay were and technical excellence, as well as community
exclusively interviewed by the Technicon’s in-house radio -based projects. On top of that there were
station (CUT FM), where they were also given the behind- awards for the Engineer of the Year and other
the-scenes scoop on all things radio. Thereafter, the dele- institutional awards, as well as awards for progation along with the regional SAICE committee were given jects entered by the SAICE technical divisions.
a private site tour of the upcoming Respublica Student Re- The photo competition, with civil engineering as
sidence complete with swimming pool, a “chill-zone” and the theme, attracted approximately 30 exceptional entries.
other enticing features.
Interactions with local civil engineering entrepreneurs from
Engineering Aces, showcased young talent in winning professionals who together have one idea, vision and goal –
Engineering a Sustainable Tomorrow. Managing Director
Stephen Mothibi PrTech and Operations Director Eugene
Maputha inspired the President and CEO with the story of
their journey “from washing (tea) cups to winning tenders”.

SAICE is proud to announce the winners in the
following categories for 2016/2017:

•
•
•
•

SAICE NATIONAL PROJECTS
SAICE TECHNICAL DIVISIONS’ PROJECTS
SAICE INSTITUTIONAL AWARDS
SAICE PHOTO COMPETITION 2017

The visit ended with a committee breakfast meeting where
the delegation encouraged members to continue to partner To see the winners, visit:
with SAICE and industry in upholding the banner of civil http://saice.org.za/projects-and-peopleengineering throughout the nation.
awarded-for-excellence-in-civil-engineering/
GIGSA NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2017
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CALENDAR

Event/Info

Host

Location

Abstract Submission Deadline

GIGSA Breakfast and GeoAfrica
Feedback Session

GIGSA

SAICE House,
Midrand, JHB

Not applicable

IGS UK

York, UK

Not applicable

Educate the Educator

GIGSA

Irene Country
Lodge, Centurion;
PTA

Not applicable

Geosynthetic Workshop

GIGSA

Irene Country
Lodge, Centurion;
PTA

Not applicable

Geosynthetic Conference for
Young Professionals

GIGSA

Irene Country
Lodge, Centurion;
PTA

31 December 2017

Electro Mining

Nasrec, Gauteng,
RSA

Not applicable

IGS

Seoul, South Korea

Closed

IWMSA

Emperor’s Palace,
Gauteng

1 February 2018

Date

2017

9 November

18 April

Symposium – Use of Geosynthetics in Rail.
http://www.igs-uk.org

2-3 July

4 July

2018

5-6 July

10-14
September

Electro Mining 2018
https://www.electramining.co.za/

16-21
September

11 ICG
http://www.11icg-seoul.org/

16-18
October

WasteCon 2018
http://www.wastecon.co.za/
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BENEFACTORS

Engineered Linings (Pty) Ltd
www.englining.co.za

Kaytech (Pty) Ltd
www.kaytech.co.za

Aquatan (Pty) Ltd
www.aquatan.com

Fibertex Geotextiles Africa (Pty)
www.geotextilesafrica.co.za

(T): (021) 551 2430
(E): ct@englining.co.za

(T): (031) 717 2300
(E): supportptn@kaytech.co.za

(T): (011) 974 5271
(E): aqua@aquatan.com

(T): (011) 965 0205
(E): tenders@geotextilesafrica.co.za

SRK Consulting (Pty) Ltd
www.srk.co.za

Jones & Wagener (Pty) Ltd
www.jaws.co.za

Gundle Geosynthetics (Pty) Ltd
www.gundlegeo.co.za

ARQ Consulting Engineers (Pty)
www.arq.co.za

(T): (011) 441 1111
(E): johannesburg@srk.co.za

(T): (011) 519 0200
(E): postweb@jaws.co.za

(T): (011) 813 2180
(E): ggsales@gundleapi.co.za

(T): (012) 348 6668
(E): arq@arq.co.za

Reinforced Earth (Pty) Ltd
www.recosa.co.za

Maccaferri Africa (Pty) Ltd
www.maccaferri.com/za

Gast (Pty) Ltd
www.gast.co.za

Fraser Alexander (Pty) Ltd
www.fraseralexander.co.za

(T): (011) 726 6180
(E): resa@recosa.co.za

(T): (031) 705 0500
(E): dbna@za.maccaferri.com

(T): (012) 660 1616
(E): info@gast.co.za

(T): (011) 929 3600
(E): fainfo@fraseralexander.co.za

Stefanutti Stocks (Pty) Ltd
www.stefanuttistocks.com

Dura-Line (Pty) Ltd
www.duralinesa.co.za

Golder Associates Africa (Pty) Ltd
www.golder.com

Total Terrain Lining Systems (Pty)
www.ttls.co.za

(T): (011) 571 4300
(E): holdings@stefstocks.com

(T): (011) 708 1659
(E): info_sa@duraline.com

(T): (011) 254 4800
(E): mail@golder.co.za

(T): (011) 467 0892
(E): via website
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BENEFACTORS

AKS Lining Systems (Pty) Ltd
www.aks.co.za

Hefer Plant (Pty) Ltd
www.heferplant.co.za

Integrated Polypropylene Products
www.poly-prop.co.za

Plasti-Weld c.c.
www.plastiweld.co.za

(T): (021) 983 2700
(E): info@aks.co.za

(T): 011 412 4302
(E): shawn@heferplant.co.za

(T): (031) 710 4446
(E): via website

(T): (011) 849 9058
(E): sales@plastiweld.co.za

Rho-Tech
www.rho-tech.co.za

Geo-X (Pty) Ltd
www.geo-x.co.za

Knittex (Pty) Ltd
www.multiknit.co.za

WBHO (Pty) Ltd
www.wbho.co.za

(T): (031) 914 0966
(E): info@rho-tech.co.za

(T): (011) 3140023 / 3140058
(E): geo@geo-x.co.za

(T): (011) 692 1658
(E): clientliaison@knittex.co.za

(T): (011) 321 7200
(E): wbho@wbho.co.za

Gilbert Geosynthetics
www.gilbertgeos.co.za

Spilo (Pty) Ltd
www.spilo.co.za

Beal Consulting (Pty) Ltd
www.beal.co.za

(T): +27 (0) 87 943 8930
(E): info@gilbertgeos.co.za

(T): (021) 862 6100
(E): sales@spilo.co.za

(T): (012) 809 4383
(E): via website

Knight Piésold (Pty) Ltd
www.knightpiesold.com

NGQ Consulting (Pty) Ltd
www.ngqconsult.com

(T): (011) 806 7111
(E): via website

(T): 079 875 5691
(E): nadia@ngqconsult.com
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Independent Geosynthetic Testing
(T): 082 348 2022
(E): info@igtesting.co.za

Accuplas Plastic Engineering CC.
(T): (014) 596 5279
(E): tommie@accuplas.co.za

GeoKatanga
www.geokatanga.com
(T): (011) 84 611 8819
(E): henrico@geokatanga.com
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